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Tuesday of Prayer 2/9/16  

6:30 - 7:15pm — We have something 
special for you on February. “Be 
Holy” Home Lent Study by Rev. 
Coulter, details below. Page #2 
We will meet in our Sanctuary! 
Bring ALL your joys and concerns! 
or simply complete a Prayer and 
Concern Card. If you cannot make it 
but you have a prayer request, eMail 
revbolivar@skanpresby.org 

“Why Do We Fast But We Do Not See?”  

Read Isaiah 58: 1 - 12  
Most of us don’t fast anymore – not really. Not unless we are trying to lose 
weight, do a detox of our bodies, or decide that we won’t eat chocolate during 
Lent. Maybe some Catholics still refrain from eating meat on Fridays; maybe 
some Protestants do, too. But fasting? Not really. We wonder how our Muslim 
sisters and brothers make it all day during their month of fasting, but few of us 
join in this practice with them. The prophet in Second Isaiah did not like people 
who were all show when they fasted. “Look at me! I’m fasting! I’m righteous! 
I’m good! I’m humbling myself! Look at me while I fast!” No, that is not what is 
pleasing to God, says Isaiah. Instead, the prophet says, God looks to those whose 
actions bring about a more just and righteous world as the kind of fast to emulate: 

...break the chains of injustice, get rid of exploitation in the workplace, free the oppressed, cancel debts. What I’m 
interested in seeing you do is: sharing your food with the hungry, inviting the homeless poor into your homes, 
putting clothes on the shivering ill-clad, being available to your own families. Isaiah 58: 6-9 MSG 

In this vein, let us fast or abstain from using words that cause harm to others during this Lenten season. They do matter, 
these words that fall out of our mouths. And I don’t mean just angry or hateful words, but words that characterize people 
in ways that diminish their humanity, or that come from a place of not really knowing who you are talking about. Let’s 
not talk about “Those people...” Let’s talk about “Us.” Use words and metaphors which lift up and uplift God’s people as 
beloved and holy reflections of the divine. Speak from the heart – a heart that seeks to dwell in the household of God, 
prayer-filled and mindful. Chose your words carefully – and see what this kind of fast can do for you and for those you 
encounter each day. Be the word of life to others – as you would have them be unto you. 

For Reflection and Action  
This Lent, consider taking up the spiritual discipline of paying attention to what is at stake in the words you use. Imagine 
how your words might sound to someone of a different gender, race, or cultural background than you. Imagine what new 
words you would like to add to your daily speech.

http://www.skanpresby.org
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“Be Holy” by Brian Coulter  

Lent is a holy journey with God, but what does it mean exactly to be “holy”? For some, it’s 
all about doing the right thing and not messing up. We turn Christianity into a list of rules and 
put God at the top of a staircase we’re determined to climb. But what if holiness is not good 
marks on a chalkboard but a gift from God? 

Pastor and author Brian Coulter has penned a series of brief daily reflections, paired with a 
short, ancient form of praise and petition called a breath prayer, to explore what holiness 
means for Christians today. He invites us to receive from God this blessed gift that makes our 
lives more compelling, more enjoyable, and more faithful. Bess Reynolds’s original artwork 
brings this holy Lenten journey to life.  

REV. BOLIVAR WILL HAVE 50 COPIES AVAILABLE  
EMAIL TO RESERVE YOURS NOW!  

revbolivar@skanpresby.org 
  
Connecting Worship And Daily Life 
February “Tuesday on Prayer" is about Lent, which is a time of preparation for the initiation of people into the Christian life in 
baptism. It is also a time for the church to journey together toward Easter and the reaffirmation of the baptismal covenant. 
Lent is not about being miserable, sad, and funereal in anticipation of Good Friday. The Sundays of Lent are not part of the 
forty days of Lent and so remain "little Easters," as are all Sundays. Fasting and giving up something can be part of Lenten 
disciplines, but so can taking on some things.  Lent is a time to prepare for Easter. It is a necessary prelude. The death and 
resurrection of Christ are true whether or not I prepare for Easter. 

However, without your heart and life being ready, you may not experience the depth and power of Christ's death and 
resurrection. Rev. Bolivar wants to welcome you and help you commit yourself to disciplines for conversion from sin and 
death to love and life in Jesus Christ. Come and Join us on February 9th on our “Tuesday for Prayer” and learn about 26 
practices that will change and improve your faith and how your experience God.  

 

 

Visit Our Improved Website  
www.skanpresby.org 



MARK YOUR CALENDARS 
PALM SUNDAY BRUNCH March 20th following Worship. 



C.W. Service Hygiene Kits 
  

To assemble a Hygiene Kit you will need: 
One washcloth 
One wide-tooth comb 
One nail clipper 
One bar of soap (bath size in wrapper) 
One toothbrush (in original packaging) 
Six standard size Band-Aids®  
One hand towel measuring approximately              
16" x 28" (no fingertip or bath towels) 

“In the face of natural disasters, violence, or  
grinding poverty, Hygiene Kits can mean  
the difference between sickness and  

Brushing teeth is a daily routine most of us take for granted--but not seven-year-old Mohammed, who has 
been living  in  a  tent  city  where  water  can be scarce.  After  the  October  2005 earthquake that  flattened 
Mohammed's hometown, CWS provided refugees with shelter, water, sanitation, schooling, CWS Health and 
School Kits, and medicine. 

Photo: Annie Griffiths for CWS

Presbyterian Women of the Congregation. 

Thank you for your kind and generous donation of $100 
to the Booker T. Washington Community Center, Inc.  
Brandon and I were honored that you invited us to speak 
at your recent luncheon about the program and services 
that we provide to the children in our community. 

Thank you for your consideration of the health and well 
being of our BTW children.  We are grateful for your 
thoughtfulness. 

Sincerely,  

Denise Farrington,  
Executive Director 

Dear PWC,   

Thank you so much for your donation of 
handmade hats and mittens to the Skaneateles 
Outreach office.  Please let everyone know that 
the families we assist were so grateful to receive 
new warm hats and mittens. 

Skaneateles is a remarkable town with amazing 
people like you who help those in need.  Thank 
you again for your support, wishing you a healthy 
and Happy New Year! 

Sincerely,  Jackie McConnaghy & Pat Snyder 
Outreach Coordinators 



PWC Joint Circle Meeting  Feb 4th at 1pm in Dobson Hall 

Presented by Rev. Bolivar, Lesson 5 and hosted by the Morning Circle Dobson Hall 1pm  

Lesson Five: Stormy Water—Faith Matthew 14:22–33 

Mathew 14:25–27 “And early in the morning he came walking 
toward  them  on  the  sea.  But  when  the  disciples  saw  him 
walking on the sea, they were terrified, saying, “It is a ghost!” 
And they cried out in fear. But immediately Jesus spoke to them 
and said, “Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.” 

Lesson Focus: The disciples encountered stormy times in their 
faith and we do, too. What does it mean to be people of faith? 
How does our faith sustain us? 

Lesson  Direction:  Look  at  the  ways  Jesus,  Peter,  and  the 
disciples react to a storm. How does their faith define them? 
How does our faith define us? 

Lesson Overview 
• Storms in Matthew 
• What Is Faith and What Good Is It? 
• Trust Faithfulness/Fidelity 
• Faith Is a Way of Seeing 
• So What Good Is Faith? 
• Talking about Our Faith 

Main Points 
• God walks on water in Job 9:8, Psalm 77:19, and Isaiah 43:16. In Matthew 14, Jesus does the same and 

shows he is the son of God (theophany). Jesus says, “it is I,” similar to “I am who I am” in Exodus. 
• God stretches out God’s hand to save the Israelites, and Jesus stretches out his to save Peter.
• Faith is believing through trust (relaxing into God; floating), faithfulness (commitment of the heart), a way 

of seeing (reality is gracious). 
• Four types of faith: experienced, affiliate, searching, owned. 

Talking about Our Faith 
• Helps us “connect the dots between biblical teaching and life experiences” 
• Strengthens the faith community 
• Builds trust 
• Deepens the faith of individuals—when we articulate our faith, we grow

Presbyterian Women of the Congregation 
Thank you to all who attended and helped at our 9th annual “Brown Bag” on January 
7th.  We featured the Booker T. Washington Community Center to 60 men and 
women from 6 Skaneateles Churches and 2 Auburn Presbyterian Churches.  What a 
great mission!  Check them out on their website www.btwcc.org 

http://www.btwcc.org/
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Manor News Month Of February  

The garage door openers have been installed and 
the wiring has been upgraded to meet code. All of 
the dining room chairs have been re-glued and 
painted and now look like new.  The walls are being 
prepped for a new coat of paint. 
Our suites continue to be full but we are taking 
names for the waiting list.  Contact the church 
office or visit the website for more information. 
Many thanks to our January noon meal servers:  
Phyllis Clark and Margie Sutton, the Lambdin 
family, Rev. Bolivar and the Youth Group, Jan 
Shadle and Bob Cook, the Grasso family and 
Melissa Biver. 



Ash Wednesday 
Reclaimed by Reformed churches in the last few 
decades, Ash Wednesday is the entry point for 
Lenten preparation. It is a service rich in ritual and 
symbolism. Palms waved at the previous year’s 
Palm Sunday service are saved and burned to 
create ashes for the next Ash Wednesday. 
Participants on Ash Wednesday come forward for 
a minister or elder to mark their foreheads with the 
sign of the cross in ashes, saying the words, “You 
are dust, and to dust you shall return,” from 
Genesis 3:19. With these words, disciples are 
reminded of their mortality and, when combined 
with the sign of the cross, they are also reminded 
of the hope of the resurrection. 
Christians do not receive the sign of the cross to 
attract attention or to be noticed by others; they 
receive the sign of the cross to focus on who they 
are as human beings, bound in death and life to 
Christ. Ash Wednesday and the season of Lent 
provide time to explore the mystery at the heart of 
the gospel that being a Christian means a new life 
through Christ. 

Lent 
The season of Lent leads up to the most holy of Christian days, 
Easter Sunday. The forty days of Lent begin Ash Wednesday and 
end at dusk the Saturday before Easter, not counting the Sundays 
in between. The Sundays during Lent, like every Sunday, are 
considered weekly celebrations of the resurrection. Many 
denominations encourage disciples to renew and strengthen their 
faith during Lent. Plans are made for community-wide Lenten 
preparation through the spiritual disciplines of prayer, Bible study, 
fasting, and service. 
This preparation is a historical model from the early church. New 
believers were mentored in the Christian faith weeks before 
Easter, preparing for their baptisms at the Great Easter Vigil. The 
idea of giving something up for Lent came out of this tradition, 
when fasting—abstaining from food as an act of discipline in 
solidarity with others in the community—was used to raise one’s 
spiritual consciousness and empty oneself before God. Fasting or 
giving up something for Lent can be a good way to explore a 
deeper expression of faith, if not adopted as a show of piety, 
martyrdom, or moral righteousness. Presbyterians may find it 
meaningful to give something up for Lent, but it is not required. 
Some disciples may find a more valuable spiritual exercise in 
taking something on during Lent—a more Christ-like attitude 
toward others, a humble spirit at work, or a feeling of gratitude in 
the midst of scarcity. Whatever spiritual disciplines and 
preparations are embraced during Lent, they can help us prepare 
for or renew our baptisms as part of the resurrection celebration at 
Easter. 



Break Bag Blitz!  
by Mel Bolivar 

We did it! Thanks to the help of our gracious church family, 
we have collected enough donations to meet our goal of 
filling 85 bags—AND THEN SOME! This means that 85 
second graders of Frazer Elementary school in Syracuse 
will have some educational entertainment and a snack to 
brighten the cold days of their winter break.  As we look 
forward to revisiting this mission project each year, all extra 
donations will be stored away until the fall.   

The women’s evening circle gives thanks to all that have 
contributed, and if you would still like to help in some way, 
there is still time! Ginny Fennessy is looking for volunteers 
to join her at Frazer Elementary school on Thursday, 
February 11th to deliver these break bags to the second 
graders.  We will meet at the church around 1:00 p.m. and 
carpool to the school. If you are interested in participating 
and seeing first hand the delight on the children’s faces, 
please email Ginny at fenthing@aol.com.   

Cardz for Kidz! 

It’s time for creativity! Women’s Evening Circle is pairing up 
with Nancy Thompson of Stampin’ Up! in a card making activity 
that will spark a warm fire in your soul while bringing happiness 
to a sick child in a hospital.  Cardz for Kidz! is an organization 
dedicated to uplifting the spirits of hospitalized and/or 
traumatized children across the globe by delivering inspiring 
homemade cards.  Nancy will bring all of the supplies necessary 
for us to make sets of cards and we will create them, fill them 
with messages of happiness and love, and send them off to be 
distributed to hospitals across the country.   

This event will take place at our church in Dobson Hall  
Sunday, February 28, 2016 from 1:00-4:00 
Cost is $10.00/station(which will provide supplies to make 3-5 
cards)  
You can determine how many stations you are able to do the day 
of the event. 

All are welcome to participate!! We will need to have an idea of 
how many will be participating, so we are asking for an RSVP 
email to be sent to Mel Bolivar at melstaniec@gmail.com.  
There will also be a signup sheet on the bulletin board in the 
Sims Room.   Please bring cash or check on the day of the event.  
We hope to see you there!!  
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Skaneateles Presbyterian Church, Ruling Elders 

2016                             2017                                2018                     Youth Elders 
Joe Grasso                            David Badami                   David Graham                         *Vacant 
Cindy Hinman                      Ginny Fennessy                Cindy Dempsey 
Claudia Lambdin                  Jill Marshall                      Doug Hamlin  
Kathleen Witter                    Doug Rutan                      Mary Margaret Biss 

Elder Alternates 
Heidi Cross, Michael Glowacki

2018                 

Kay Barton 
Lee Bennett 
Bill Burdick 
David Rottger 
Alyssa Rottger 
*Vacant  

Deacons 2016                 

Steve Frackenpohl 
Gary Heyer 
Merrily Heyer 
Deb McLear 
Tom Murphy 
Sandy Nichols 

2017                 

Lisa Lincoln 
Sandy Holbrook 
Adam Cross 
Chris Pardee 
Carol Ackles 
Beth O’Sullivan 

Youth Deacon 

Melissa Biver 

Thank you! 
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Ann Fey says: 

THANK YOU FOR BEING A 
SUPPORTIVE CHURCH. 
YOUR CALLS AND PRAYERS 
FOR KO AND ME ARE A 
BLESSING.  

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS! 

Jesse Hoselton 2/2 
Seth Lincoln 2/2  
Don Witter 2/8 
Shelly Andrade 2/10 
Barb Conroe-Woods 2/14 
Don Krieger 2/9 
Richard Beck 2/4 
Caylinn Grady 2/9 
Doris Hill 2/10 
Sandy Hadley  

* If your birthday is in February 
and you do not see your name, 
please email to be added it.  
revbolivar@skanpresby.org 

Happy Birthday!
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First Presbyterian Church 
 97 E. Genesee Street 
 Skaneateles, NY 13152 

Phone: 315-685-5048 
E-mail: info@skanpresby.org 
Website: www.skanpresby.org 

Rev. Dr. Craig J. Lindsey, Pastor 
Rev. Mario Bolivar, Associate Pastor 
Peggy Surdam, Business Admin/Treasurer 
Doris Hill, Organist 
Susan Grady, Bell Choir Director 
Stephanie Mowery, Dir. of Adult & Children's Choir 
Eddie  Hernandez, Sexton 
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